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Mr. Maher added that a video 
commemorating the first 100 days of 
the Obama Administration features 
this remarkable Stern boast: "[The] 
SEIU [hierarchy] is on the field, it's in 
the  Whi te  House,  i t ' s  in  the 
administration."

The outsized clout of Mr. Stern and 
Co. was manifested recently when the 
White House threatened to withhold 
$6.8 billion in federal stimulus money 
from California unless legislators 
restored $74 million in subsidies for 

SEIU-controlled employees that had 
been cut from the state budget.

President Obama backed off  this 
threat, evidently with Mr. Stern's 
permission, only after the bad publicity 
it was generating had made it a liability 
for SEIU officials.

As Long as They Have Any
Other Choice, Government Union 
Bosses Will Resist Reforms

National Right to Work Committee 
Vice President Matthew Leen called on 
members of Congress who oppose forced 
unionism to resist all schemes by union 
officials and their puppet politicians to 
bail  out Big Labor-bankrupted 
California with federal tax dollars.

"Andy Stern asked last month: 
'Where does the spiral  stop in 
California?' That's the right question, 
even if  Mr. Stern has the wrong 
answer," commented Mr. Leen.

"The fact is, the ongoing economic 
train wreck in California will get even 
more destructive if  the Obama 
Administration and union-label 
politicians in Congress feed billions of 
additional tax dollars to the government 
union monopoly-bargaining machine 
that played a key role in causing the 
crash in the first place.

"The spiral will stop only when all 
possible sources of new tax revenue are 
eliminated, and government union 
bosses are left with no choice but to 
accept reforms that truly reduce wasteful 
public spending in California." 
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Andy Stern: He and his SEIU henchmen 
are "in the White House . . . in the 
administration."
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'Where Does the Spiral Stop in California?'
Union Bosses Seeking Federal Bailout of  State They Helped Wreck

O n  M ay  1 9 ,  C a l i fo r n i a n s 
overwhelmingly rebuffed a bid by the 
hierarchy of  the massive National 
Education Association (NEA) teacher 
union and its California affiliate to foist 
on them "$16 billion in higher taxes, 
spending gimmickry,  and more 
borrowing," as a Wall Street Journal 
editorial tartly put it.

But with the defeat of all five NEA 
boss-backed, tax-hiking state ballot 
initiatives that day, a new and much 
larger battle over the future of California 
and the entire country began.

The Golden State now faces a huge 
budget deficit of $21.3 billion. In 2008, 
Californians already had to fork over a 
higher share of  their incomes in state 
and local taxes than did the residents 
of 44 of the other 50 states. And early 
this year, Big Labor politicians hiked 
taxes by another $12 billion.

Even so, government union officials 
who wield monopoly-bargaining power 
over 61% of  California's public 
employees, a higher share than in all 
but six other states, insist that tax 
revenues aren't sufficient. And their 
setback at the polls last month hasn't 
humbled them a bit.

Government union bosses still 
wo n ' t  ag r e e  t o  h e l p  b a l a n c e 
California's books by reforming, for 
example, an outrageous public pension 
system that has already contributed 
heavily to the bankruptcy of  one city 
and is now threatening to do the same 
to the entire state. 

Instead, union bosses led by Service 
Employees International  Union 
(SEIU) President Andy Stern are 
already demanding now that the 
Obama Administration and the Big 
Labor  Congre s s  fo rce  f edera l 
taxpayers to pay for a multi-billion-
dollar California bailout. 

Andy Stern Expects to
Get Whatever He Wants
From Obama Administration

Mr. Stern expects to get whatever 
h e  w a n t s  f r o m  t h e  O b a m a 
Admini s t rat ion .  SEIU off i cers 
bragged to Journal reporter Kris 
Maher last month that the union 
hierarchy "spent $85 million during 
the campaign season last year, and it 
was well worth it."


