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Right to Work Defended in Iowa, Guam
Forced Unionism Manifestly Unpopular on Both Sides of  Globe

National Committee President Mark 
Mix. 

"However," he cautioned, "pro-Right 
to Work Hawkeye State citizens must 
remain vigilant. Because H.F.555 was 
never voted on, it is still alive and could 
come up at any time once the Iowa 
Legislature reconvenes in early 2010."

Guam Bill Actually Made
Refusal to Pay Forced
Union Dues a Crime!

Just as they did roughly 8000 miles 
away in Iowa, union political operatives 
tightened their control over the 
unicameral Guam Senate in the 2008 
elections.

In a major coup for Big Labor, 
Guam Federation of  Teachers (GFT/
AFT/AFL-CIO) union chief  Matt 
Rector was elected to the Senate and is 
now chairman of its labor committee.

Last month, Sen. Rector (D) held a 
hearing on S.B.20, a measure so extreme 
it would not only have repealed Guam's 
Right to Work law, but actually made it 
a misdemeanor for employees who 
choose not to join a union to hold a job 
without forking over "agency" fees to 
their union monopoly-bargaining agent!

Forced-unionism zealot Rector is 
part of  a 10-5 Democrat Senate 
majority, but S.B.20 nevertheless did not 
go anywhere. Before the hearing, 
mobi l ized National  Committee 
members in Guam and other likeminded 
Guamanians pounded their legislators 
with protests against the scheme.

At the hearing, even the bill's lead 
sponsor, Democrat Sen. B.J. Cruz, 
admitted there had been numerous 
"negative reactions" to the bill and 
accurately predicted it would "die a 
timely death."

"No lobbying victory is ever final, 
and Right to Work supporters know 
from experience not to become 
complacent," commented Mr. Mix.

"Nevertheless, the recent outcomes in 
Iowa and Guam demonstrate yet again 
the powerful public appeal of the Right 
to Work principle and how supporters, 
when mobilized, can derail forced-
unionism schemes even when Big Labor 
seems to have the wind at its back.

"Politicians in Washington, D.C., 
regardless of  their party affiliation, 
should take heed."

After the elections, Mr. Gronstal 
indicated that he and Mr. Murphy 
would seek once again to ram through 
forced-union-fee legislation similar to 
the measure that had sailed through the 
Senate and come close to passing the 
House in 2007.

However, this year the National 
Right to Work Committee and its 
grass-roots ally, the Des Moines-based 
Iowans for Right to Work Committee, 
once again energized freedom-loving 
Iowans to fight back.

Even before the new Legislature 
convened in January, the Right to 
Work Committee had a team on the 
ground in Iowa. This field staff  and 
local pro-Right to Work activists kept 
raising the heat until the Legislature 
finally went home last month.

In the end, despite receiving vocal 
support from union-label Gov. Chet 
Culver (D), the forced-union-fee bill 
(H.F.555) introduced in March by Rep. 
Bruce Hunter (D-Des Moines) failed to 
secure a vote this year.

"Because freedom-loving citizens 
made themselves heard, loud and clear, 
a number of  Democrat politicians 
refused to go along with their party's 
pro-forced unionism governor and 
legislative leaders this year," said 

What do Iowans and Guamanians 
have in common? Overwhelmingly, 
citizens of both the Midwestern state of 
Iowa and the Pacific island territory of 
Guam oppose compulsory unionism. 
And Iowans and Guamanians are both, 
when mobilized, highly effective 
lobbyists for the Right to Work cause.

Like very similar Right to Work laws 
in 21 other states and the territory of 
American Samoa, Iowa's 62-year-old 
Right to Work statute and Guam's 
nine-year-old statute prohibit the firing 
of employees for refusal to pay dues or 
fees to an unwanted union. 

As part of  their massive, forced 
dues-funded fall 2008 election grab, Big 
Labor strategists targeted both Iowa 
and Guam.

Many Democratic Legislators
Proved Reluctant to Go
Against Constituents' Wishes

In the Hawkeye State, union kingpins 
helped pro-forced unionism Democrat 
Speaker Pat Murphy (Dubuque) expand 
his partisan majority from 53 seats out 
of  100 to 56. Meanwhile, Big Labor 
Majority Leader Mike Gronstal's 
(D-Council Bluffs) Senate became even 
more union-boss "friendly."

Iowa government union boss Danny 
Homan (left) has enlisted Gov. Chet 
Culver to help him extract forced dues 

from thousands of  employees who 
choose not to join his union. But Iowa 
citizens keep interfering.


